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and the conclusions that are reached will not be put into effect without

their consent.

When the documents which had been signed on the 16th November,
1933, were made public on the 19th, and were officially communicated
to the Syrian Chamber on the 20th, they raised a storm. The treaty
was denounced on the general ground that it failed to confer true
sovereignty upon Syria while it set the seal upon the forfeiture of
her unity; and particular objection was taken to Articles 5 and 8.
In Syrian eyes, Article 5 appeared to provide for a French military
occupation of the whole territory of the Syrian state, while Article 8
would have the effect of retaining in French hands the control of
Syrian customs, postal services and indirect taxes, which, under the
existing arrangements, were all being administered as matters of
common economic interest to all the territories embraced under the
French mandate. When the Chamber met on the 21st November,
feeling ran so high that the High Commissioner suspended the sittings
till the 25th, in order to prevent a debate on the treaty before it had
been referred to committee; and on the 24th he suspended the session
altogether. On the 25th, there was a general strike in Damascus,
accompanied by disorders in which a woman lost her life.1 On the
26th, the President of the Syrian Republic withdrew the text of the
treaty from the cognisance of the Chamber, at the High Commis-
sioner's request.2 On the 30th the High Commissioner decided to
empower the President provisionally to promulgate decree-laws,
especially in budgetary matters, under the supervision of the High
Commissioner himself. This decision was put into execution in an
arrete of the 7th December.

Thus the relations between France and Syria fell into a deadlock
again, as had happened so many times before; and this deadlock
was still unresolved at the time of writing in March 1935, In the
annals of the intervening fifteen months the only entries were
incidents which contributed nothing towards a solution of the Syrian
problem. In March 1934, the salaries of the Syrian deputies "were
reduced, and the secretary and other officers of the Chamber were
dismissed, as a measure of economy. On the 25th May, 1934, there
was a demonstration at Aleppo which resulted in a number of arrests,

1 While the treaty was arousing these passions in Damascus, similar
emotions were being aroused among thec Alawiyin by the text of the first pair
of letters, against which a strong protest was made, on the 22nd November,
by the President, together with all the 'Alawi and Christian members, of the
Administrative Council of the Government of Ladiqiyah (Rapport 1933, p. 10).

- Text of the High Commissioner's letter of the 24th November 1933 in
Eapport 1933, p. 7.